To do this most effectively, FSB needs your
continued financial support. Having given
up our office at Green Trees Galley (we’re
using the Community Room of Dickinson
Library now instead), most of our expenses
relate to maintaining communication with
members by mail and email, keeping our
legal status as a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation and having a few informative and enjoyable events for members throughout the
year. We expect the need for communications with members and the town to increase substantially over the upcoming
months regarding the final design of the
replacement bridge.
Many of our members like to renew at the
end of each year, although we are happy to
receive membership contributions at any
time. Your contribution to Friends of Schell
Bridge is tax deductible. Enclosed is an envelope for your use. Please update your
contact information—especially your email
address.
Or if you prefer you can use a credit card at
http://www.schellbridge.org/joinus.html

Schedule & Options
At a public forum on Oct 13, 2016, sponsored by Senator Rosenberg and attended
by about 50 town residents, MassDOT reviewed its initial findings regarding the
Schell Bridge replacement and presented a
preliminary replacement schedule.

With the town’s approval of the proposal,
MassDOT started working on it in the fall of
2014, contracting with an engineering firm
to assess the condition of the various parts
of the bridge to determine what could be
saved and what needs replacement. The results of this study were expected in the fall
of 2015, but it took longer and finally were
made public at the Oct 13, 2016 forum.

see the results inside ==>
The diagram below is one of the suggestions
FSB sent to MassDOT regarding the design of
the replacement. It proposes cantilevering the
green sections of a Schell-shaped steel truss and
then installing the prefabbed red center section.
See inside for more on what FSB suggested.
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Happy Holiday Season!
Friends of Schell Bridge Board of Directors

Bridge Replacement

As background, remember that the bridge
had been on the MassDOT demolition list.
Friends of Schell Bridge (FSB) and others
have been working since 2004 to rehabilitate the bridge, but have not been able to
raise the needed funds. MassDOT proposed
using federal CMAQ funds to replace the
bridge with a historically-faithful recreational bridge. While not saving the current
bridge, this proposal meets part of the FSB
goal and reduces the state’s cost compared
to simply demolishing the bridge.

Greenfield, MA
Permit #390

With many thanks we wish you a

Friends of Schell bridge
P.O. Box 27
Northfield, MA 01360

Friends of Schell Bridge would like to thank
you for your continued support for a project
that appears to finally be on the drawing
boards. Though the aging and neglected
Schell Bridge cannot be rehabilitated, FSB
will be working hard during the design
phase of the replacement bridge to advocate for preservation of key historic features
and to plan for the new bridge opening
sometime after 2020. FSB is working closely with the Town of Northfield, and with the
Franklin Regional Council of Governments,
on these shared goals.

Vision: An historically-faithful replaced bridge across the Connecticut River that serves both as a premier recreational link for a network of
hiking and biking trails in the tri-state region and as a centerpiece for a series of linked riverfront parks for Northfield and area residents.

Holiday Greetings and Thank You
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Five Earlier FSB Suggestions

MassDOT Engineering Study

(1) Use existing bridge piers/abutments
(2) Use existing entrances/approaches

(3) Use existing railings
This is the east abutment and approach; the
abutments look solid but need to be renovated.

This is the schedule that MassDOT has proposed. The purple dot at the top represents the
Oct 13, 2016 meeting. The next dot in the process
(Bridge Type Selection) is tentatively scheduled
sometime next spring. That will be when various
designs are presented to the town and input is
solicited from the town as to which one to use.

(4) Maintain/simplify the continuous arc

(5) Use arched members on piers

The piers are not reinforced and so don’t meet
current code; therefore, they need to be replaced,
which will allow them to be moved a bit further
out into the river.
Even with the piers moved closer together, the
span is too long for an off-the-shelf replacement.
Thus MassDOT expects the replacement bridge
will need some custom engineering in its design.

FSB’s understanding of the results of the study
suggest the abutments can be saved and rehabilitated but the piers and the steel structure itself
need replacement. Thus part of (1) above can be
met, (2) can be met, but (3), (4), (5) depend on the
final bridge design. That design is under consideration, and community residents will have an
opportunity to provide input next spring.

That leaves open the possibility of using a more
modern design that is better than a conventional
steel truss at handling that long span. Northfield
will have an opportunity to influence the design.

Presumably the design options can span anywhere from what FSB has proposed (see earlier
panels) to that at the bottom of the preceding
panel to even more exotic modern bridge designs. Therefore it is important that we are prepared to discuss with MassDOT the preferences
of the town. FSB will therefore be exploring
ways over the next few months as to how best to
engage town residents in this decision.
In the schedule graphic above, it is not yet
known when to expect the Preliminary Design
(possibly in 2018) and the Final Design (possibly
in the 2019-2020 timeframe) to be available, but
MassDOT is projecting 2021 for the final green
dot above: Solicit Construction Bids.
In any event the next critical stage is Bridge Type
Selection sometime next spring.

