Once again, we ask you to show your support for the Schell Bridge project, especially
at this historic moment. We are in sight of a
new walkway/bikeway/greenway over the
Connecticut River!
Imagine (in 3 years) being able to walk and
bike with family and friends between East
and West Northfield! The Bridge will be a
tremendous asset to Northfield and to the
extensive network of trails in New England!
Your tax-deductible gift helps us to move
this project forward and to set our sights
around the Bridge - parks, bike paths, trails,
and business and recreational opportunities.
And to stay in touch with you!
Please use the enclosed envelope and please
be sure to add or update your email address.
If you prefer to use a credit card, visit
http://www.schellbridge.org/joinus.html
With many thanks we wish you a

Happy Holiday Season!
Friends of Schell Bridge Board of Directors

Vision: An historically-faithful replaced bridge across the Connecticut River that serves both as a premier recreational link for a network of
hiking and biking trails in the tri-state region and as a centerpiece for a series of linked riverfront parks for Northfield and area residents.

The Holiday Season and the End of a Year
harken all of us to remember the important
people & places in our lives. Support for our
families and our beautiful Northfield community are certainly uppermost in our minds.

Friends of Schell bridge
P.O. Box 27
Northfield, MA 01360

A Time to Give and Receive
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Focus on End-ofBridge Park(s)
Friends of Schell Bridge held its Annual
Meeting on November 2, 2018. We had
hoped to combine it with a public review of
the final design of the bridge replacement.
However MassDOT is still reviewing the
design selected by Northfield residents earlier this year. So instead, our program focused on envisioning end-of-bridge parks for
the replacement Schell Bridge.
A lively session generated an exciting list of
25 suggestions for the end-of-bridge parks.
The FSB Board plans to meet at a later point
to discuss this list with the Department of
Conservation and Recreation (DCR) — the
owner of the new Bridge — and the Town of
Northfield, the owner of the roads to the
Bridge. And to work closely with the town’s
Schell Bridge Advisory Committee.
Highlights of the list include:
kiosk with Northfield visitor info

(e.g., local businesses, local history)

trail and town maps
picnic tables
dog station
bike service area

(and other amenities for cyclists)

This list is just the start and over the next
year, look for it to be extended and refined.
If you have any suggestions, please send
them to the chair of the board of directors,
Barbara Richardson:
brichardson71363@gmail.com
or the info line at the FSB website:
info@schellbridge.org

Property Parcels at the End of Schell Bridge

Park Plans

Below is a map of the property parcels between Schell Bridge and the
boat ramp and between the river and Main street. The red is 20 acres,
owned by NMH, which is of interest to the Park Committee for a community park. The blue is 11 acres, owned by the Moody Center. The
treed part of the blue parcel is where an end-of bridge park could go.

The treed part of the Moody parcel is about four acres - about two acres
on either side of the road - and is about the right size for modest-size
end-of-bridge park with space for parking. The Moody Center may be
agreeable to using this space for a park, but the details of ownership,
etc., have not been worked out. The FSB board is working on this.
Two New Members Join the FSB Board

Four people were elected to the Board of Directors at the Annual Meeting in November. Craig Della Penna and Susan Ross were reelected for
three-year terms. Both Craig and Sue have served on the Board for
many years and have been instrumental in guiding FSB toward its
goals. We applaud their past service and commitment to the future of
the bridge.
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Kathleen Coutu has spent 37 years in Social Work. Owning property
on East Northfield Road adjacent to the bridge and remembering the
days of driving her car across the Schell, she states: “The CT River is a
very special place for me. We have enjoyed boating and kayaking on
the river for many years. I am thrilled that we will still have a bridge.”

landfill
area

Barbara (Bee) Jacque worked in high tech. She is an artist, a caregiver
for rescued dogs, a world traveler and is now retired in her Main St.
home. She has seized the opportunity to become an active participant in
the community, serving on various town committees and “giving back.”
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Town-Favored Design for Replacement Bridge

Of the three design options MassDOT presented to the town in the
Spring of 2018 the town favored this tied steel arch (“tied steel arch”

Moody

means that each end of the two arches are fastened solidly to the deck
so that the ends of the arches don’t spread).

