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About a dozen residents of Orange and the surrounding communities met
at Memorial Park on Saturday, as they have for most weekends since
George Floyd was killed in police custody last May. Former Minneapolis
police officer Derek Chauvin was convicted Tuesday of killing him.

By DOMENIC POLI and ZACK DELUCA
Staff Writers

While former Minneapolis police
officer Derek Chauvin was convicted
Tuesday of murder and manslaugh-
ter for killing George Floyd on May
25, 2020, leaders both nationally and
locally say this is just one step to-
ward achieving equitable racial jus-
tice.

On Tuesday, a jury reached its
verdict after 10 hours of deliberation
over two days. Chauvin, 45, was con-
victed on three counts: second-de-
gree unintentional murder, third-de-
gree murder and second-degree
manslaughter for pinning Floyd, a
Black man, to the pavement by
putting his knee on Floyd’s neck for
nine minutes and 29 seconds. The
case sparked national and global
protests and action, with local

groups continuing to hold rallies and
meetings across Franklin County for
the past 11 months.

Cate Woolner, a Northfield resi-
dent and an organizer of Racial Jus-
tice Rising, began holding stand-outs
each Sunday afternoon at Northfield
Town Hall in June 2020. Woolner said
she did not watch the trial live, but
kept up with reports as the case pro-
gressed.

“I was a little surprised at the out-
come,” Woolner said. “It seems like it
could be a turning point, but it’s just
one small step. It’s not going to
change the system — that one small
step.”

Woolner said people need to con-
tinue to push for systemic change.
She pointed to a need to examine the
“militarized training” that police un-
dergo and the frequency with which
officers draw their weapons during

traffic stops, leading to shootings
with victims who are often people of
c o l o r.

“I hope people don’t look at this
outcome and feel that because a jury
was willing to convict him on three
counts that now we’ve resolved the
issue of racism,” Woolner said. “I
think it’s really incumbent on white
people to keep up the pressure. We
c a n’t afford to sit back and be com-
placent or passive. I think that just
underlines the wrong use of our priv-
ilege.”

She said the Northfield gather-
ings for racial justice will continue.
While they took a few weeks’ hiatus,
participants will return to gather
outside Northfield Town Hall on Sun-
day afternoons beginning in May.

Wife and husband Constance Pike

Locals caution Floyd case doesn’t solve systemic racism, police violence

Chauvin verdict ‘could be turning point’
FRANKLIN COUNTY

By ZACK DeLUCA
Staff Writer

NORTHFIELD — Town voters will be able to
voice their support for the Schell Bridge reconstruc-
tion project through two votes at Annual Town Meet-
ing next month.

Schell Bridge Advisory Committee Chair Judy
Wagner said the two articles related to the Schell
Bridge reconstruction represent a “key moment” in
the continued work to bring the project to fruition.

“This warrant is really a key piece,” she said.
“This is our commitment to make the whole thing
move forward.”

Northfield’s Annual Town Meeting will be May 3,
at 7 p.m., at the Pioneer Valley Regional School gym-
nasium.

Wagner said the state Department of Transporta-
tion is working through technical aspects of the pro-
ject, and articles on the warrant ask voters to give
the town the required approval to complete certain
legal requirements for the project to continue for-
ward.

“Basically this is all the paperwork that has to be
done to dispose of the responsibilities the town has
for this project and land,” Wagner explained.

Article 31 asks the town to authorize the Select-
board to acquire easements for certain land parcels
located along East Northfield Road. Wagner said
this is a legal requirement to finalize plans for a
small park and parking near the bridge site.

The second article related to the Schell Bridge
reconstruction project, Article 32, asks the town to
approve funds to pay for the right-of-way expenses
and agreements with the state. While the warrant
does not include a dollar amount, Town Administra-
tor Andrea Llamas said the town will have a pro-
jected cost by the meeting on May 3.

Whenever an expenditure is required for legal

Resident s’ approval needed to get
easements, pay expenses so project

can stay on track for spring start

Articles for
Schell Bridge

rebuild on
TM warrant

NOR THFIELD

STAFF PHOTO/PAUL FRANZ
Nancy Bordewieck of the Bernardston Senior Center and Karen Lentner, a nutritionist and dietitian with LifePath, give lilac seedlings
to Bernardston Selectboard Chair Stanley Garland at the center Tuesday. For more information, turn to Page A3.

TIME TO GET GROWING

By CHRISTOPHER ROWLAND
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration released a scathing inspection report
Wednesday that notes unsanitary conditions and
other serious failures at the Emergent BioSolutions
manufacturing plant in Baltimore that ruined 15 mil-
lion doses worth of raw Johnson & Johnson coron-
avirus vaccine.

The 12 pages of findings portray a plant with sys-
temic problems, some of which echo concerns cited
in a 2020 inspection report, including poor training of
workers.

In the latest check, which began last week after
the contamination, inspectors found that medical
waste was improperly handled. Sensitive work areas
had peeling paint and black and brown residue on
walls.

Inspection finds serious failures at site,
still not certified to distribute doses

FDA: Bad conditions
at plant making

held-up J&J vaccine

COVID -19

By MAX MARCUS
Staff Writer

Donald Junkins — a poet, professor
and longtime Franklin County resident
— died last Thursday from complica-
tions of heart disease. He was 89 years
old.

Though he and his wife, Kamei
Zheng, had moved to California in 2019,
Junkins spent most of his life in Mas-
sachusetts, and lived in Franklin
County for his entire three-decade
tenure at the University of Mas-
sachusetts Amherst, plus about 10
years after his retirement, according to
his son Daniel Junkins.

At UMass, Junkins taught creative
writing, and was recognized as an ex-
pert on Ernest Hemingway. He argued
against critiques claiming that Hem-
ingway ’s work is misogynistic.

In 1990, while studying Heming-
way ’s notebooks, Junkins discovered a

UMass professor, poet
Donald Junkins dies at 89

WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS

CON TRIBUTED
Donald Junkins taught literature and
creative writing at UMass for three
decades and was an expert on
H e m i ngway. SEE P ROF A8

SEE VERDIC T A8

SEE BRIDGE A8

SEE J&J A8
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previously unknown and un-
published story called “Philip
Haines Was a Writer.” Accord-
ing to UMass, Junkins consid-
ered this to be the last story
Hemingway ever wrote, and it
was published that year in
The Hemingway Review. How-
ever, other scholars consid-
ered the story to be a minor
discovery. Hemingway’s son,
Patrick Hemingway, said it
was an unfinished work
(which Junkins disagreed
with) and called Junkins a
“menace.”

“He lived life to the fullest.
He really had a commitment
to live honestly, not to shy
away from emotions, and to be
really straight and authentic,”
Daniel Junkins said of his fa-
ther. “Poetry allowed him to
see the sacred quality of life.”

Junkins was born Dec. 19,
1931, and grew up in Saugus.
At Saugus High School he
played football, and was voted
most likely to succeed when
he graduated in 1948.

He went to UMass, but his
college career was unremark-
able. He was bored with
school and preferred sports,
Daniel said, yet still graduated

with his bachelor’s degree in
1953.

His interest in poetry de-
veloped unexpectedly. He en-
rolled in a graduate program
at Boston University’s School
of Theology. This decision was
probably less than inspired,
Daniel said; Junkins’ brother
had studied in a seminary, and
Junkins probably was simply
following suit.

The program included
courses on literature, and
Junkins found himself in a
class taught by the poet
Robert Lowell. That class
completely changed his per-
spective, his son said, and he
transferred out of the theology
program to the school’s litera-
ture program.

“He was kind of blown
a w a y, ” Daniel said. “He
dropped into the literary elite
in the poetry world, without
even knowing what he was
dropping into.”

For the rest of his life,
Junkins called himself an
atheist. Yet he was always a
churchgoer, Daniel said.

“I think it was his skepti-
cism and his doubt that drove
him to say atheist. My feeling
is that writing poetry became
a spiritual exercise for him,”

Daniel said.
Junkins taught briefly at

Emerson College, then moved
to California with his first wife,
Mardie Luppold, to teach at
California University at Chico.
The family returned to Mas-
sachusetts in 1966, now with
three children, and Junkins
began teaching at UMass,
where he would stay until his
retirement. They lived in Sun-
derland for about 10 years,
then Deerfield, Daniel said.

Even while teaching, Junk-
ins continued to write poetry,
and occasionally performed
readings locally. He read his
work at the grand opening of
The Odyssey Bookshop in
South Hadley in 1991, and also
read at Deerfield Academy
and Greenfield Community
College. The Junkins family
particularly enjoyed World
Eye Bookshop in Greenfield,
Daniel said.

Junkins and Mardie Lup-
pold divorced in 1980, and he
married his second wife,
Zheng, in 1993. Daniel said
they moved to California in
2019 for an easier climate.

Reach Max Marcus at mmar-
cus@recorder.com or 413-930-
4231.
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Prof discovered Hemingway tale

and Mike Magee hold their
own weekly demonstrations
at Memorial Park in Or-
ange, which they started fol-
lowing Floyd’s murder.
They get together with like-
minded people to hold Black
Lives Matter vigils at Or-
ange Memorial Park on Sat-
urdays. Pike and Magee
plan to continue these
events, saying Tuesday’s
guilty verdict is by no
means an end to this con-
versation.

“We should see this more
often. White officers have
been going after Black peo-
ple for decades. But ‘the
blue wall’ is ‘the blue wall.’
They don’t go against each
o t h e r, ” Pike said, referring
to the proverbial “blue wall
of silence,” a term used to
describe an informal code of
silence among law enforce-
ment not to report a col-
league’s errors or mis-
deeds.

Pike said she was re-
lieved by the verdict but
maintains this merely diag-
nosed one symptom of a
deadly ailment.

She said the evidence
against Chauvin was over-
whelming and the prosecu-
tion did a thorough job. She
and Magee said the testi-
monies of eyewitnesses and
expert witnesses reinforced
one another.

Though he was nervous
when the verdict was pend-
ing, Magee said, he was not
surprised by the relatively
short length of time the jury
deliberated. However, he is
worried about the outcome
of Chauvin’s sentencing in
eight weeks — he could face
between 12½ years and 75
years in prison.

Magee said the celebra-
tions that sprouted across
the country were war-
ranted, but the battle is still
waging.

“This doesn’t solve any-
thing. Nothing,” he said.
“We ’re going to continue
our vigils here in Orange. I
hope they do all around the
country and in the world.”

Greenfield Police Chief
Robert Haigh Jr. said he
w a s n’t surprised by the ver-
dict or the length of time it
took to be reached.

“I think it’s what should

have and needed to happen,”
he said. “I think what hap-
pened was egregious and
speaks for itself ... and I think
the jury did the right thing. I
certainly don’t believe we’re
done yet.”

He called the verdict a step
in the right direction, but said
there is still a long way to go in
the fight for racial justice in
the United States. Haigh said
this can be achieved through
proper police reforms.

Magee and Pike said they
are 72 years old and cannot
believe the country is still
grappling with the racial is-
sues brought front and center
during the civil rights move-
ment of the 1940s, ’50s and
’60s. They say their parents
were active in the cause.

Magee compared Floyd to
Emmett Till, a 14-year-old
Black boy lynched in Missis-
sippi in 1955. He posthu-
mously became an icon of the
civil rights movement.

The Northwestern District
Attorney ’s Office released a
statement regarding the ver-

dict.
“Jurors in the Derek Chau-

vin trial did the right thing
Tuesday in unanimously hold-
ing him accountable for the
killing of George Floyd,” the
statement reads. “The prose-
cution of this crime was fair
and it was just. The return of
guilty verdicts on all three
counts was a credit to the ca-
reer prosecutors who built
and presented a case that
showed overwhelming evi-
dence of guilt. It was also a
credit to the victim/witness
advocates who worked closely
with the family of George
Floyd over the past year and
with bystanders who unwit-
tingly became key witnesses
after doing the right thing by
drawing attention to the cir-
cumstances of the death of Mr.
Floyd.”

Domenic Poli can be reached
at: dpoli@recorder.com or
413-772-0261, ext. 262. Zack
DeLuca can be reached at:
zdeluca@recorder.com or
413-930-4579.
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Verdict welcomed, but ...

work, it needs to be approved
by town voters, Wagner said.
She also noted this expense
would be the only true cost
that Northfield is required to
pay for the Schell Bridge pro-
ject.

According to Wagner, local
residents have been pushing
to construct a new Schell
Bridge since before it was
closed in 1985. Interest con-
tinued for decades, and in
2004 the Friends of Schell
Bridge was formed.

“They made a commit-
ment to the town, and Select-
board at that time, that they
would do the legwork to see
what kind of crossing would
be possible,” Wagner said.

When the project started
moving forward with Mass-
DOT in 2017, the Schell
Bridge Advisory Committee
was formed to help guide the
t o w n’s participation and
shepherd public involvement.
Wagner said one caveat is
that the reconstructed bridge

will be a pedestrian and
recreational bridge, and mo-
tor vehicles will not be al-
lowed to cross.

The continued effort has
gained the interest of previ-
ous and current state repre-
sentatives, including Rep.
Paul Mark, D-Peru, and ac-
quired roughly $20 million in
funding through the state and
federal Transportation Im-
provement Program (TIP).
Thanks to this funding, Wag-
ner and Llamas said the only
true cost for Northfield is the
cost to pay for the easement
acquisition and right-of-way
expenses, including associ-
ated engineering work.

“They ’re not asking for
any construction funds,” Lla-
mas said.

The final structure will be
owned and maintained by the
state Department of Conser-
vation and Recreation, Wag-
ner and Llamas said. The de-
partment will also handle lia-
bility coverage.

“My hat’s really off to the
Friends of Schell Bridge,

elected officials and town de-
partments,” Wagner said.
“There were lots of moving
parts that had to be coaxed
together, and they did it.”

In September 2020, Mass-
DOT gave a presentation
when the project reached the
25 percent design stage. The
project is expected to com-
plete the 75 percent design
stage “i m m i n e n t l y. ”

“The minute it hits 75 per-
cent, then I’m told things re-
ally start to fast-forward,” she
said.

If voters approve the arti-
cles, the project should stay
on track to reach the 100 per-
cent design stage this fall,
with construction aimed to
start next spring. Wagner
also said she heard Mass-
DOT might be interested in
moving the bidding process
for the project up, pending
Annual Town Meeting re-
sults.

Zack DeLuca can be reached
at zdeluca@recorder.com or
413-930-4579.
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Bridge rebuild needs approvals
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The Schell Bridge separating East and West Northfield has been closed for years .

By MATT MURPHY
State House News Service

A group of Franklin County
lawmakers is keeping up the
pressure on the Baker adminis-
tration to back away from its
plan to consolidate a state-run
transportation service that pro-
vides access to health care ap-
pointments and other services.

Five legislators, three from
the House and two from the
Senate, wrote to Health and
Human Services Secretary
Marylou Sudders on Friday to
express their concern that the
Franklin Regional Transit Au-
thority (FRTA) will no longer be
allowed to participate in the
Human Service Transportation
(HST) program.

The Baker administration
has signed contracts with two
regional transit agencies to
manage services across three
regions statewide, a reduction
from the current nine-region
network operated by six re-

gional transit authorities.
Human Service Transporta-

tion services in Franklin
County would be brokered by
the Montachusett Regional
Transit Authority, based in
Fitchburg.

“The transportation needs of
Franklin County residents
should remain in local hands —
not with a service broker nearly
100 miles away,” the lawmakers’
letter to Sudders reads.

“We request that the imple-
mentation of this change in ser-
vice brokers be suspended and
services remain as is because it
is in the best interest of our con-
stituents, the current service
brokers and the common-
wealth,” wrote Reps. Natalie
Blais, Paul Mark and Susannah
Whipps, and Sens. Jo Comer-
ford and Adam Hinds.

The letter was sent Friday, a
little more than a week before
the House will debate its fiscal
year 2022 budget and consider
an amendment (No. 1120) pro-

posed by two high-ranking
House Democrats — Reps.
Sarah Peake and William
Straus — that would impose a
two-year moratorium on the
new contracts taking effect.
Dozens of lawmakers asked the
administration early this year
to pause the new contracts for
Human Service Transportation
services due to go into effect on
July 1.

The Democrats said the
Franklin Regional Transit Au-
thority, which has been operat-
ing Human Service Transporta-
tion services in the county, was
not allowed to apply to become
a subcontractor, and the legis-
lators said they worried resi-
dents would lose their personal
touch-point to the system.

The letter was sent in re-
sponse to Sudders defending
the changes to the Human Ser-
vice Transportation program
just a week earlier after she
met with Reps. Straus and
Peake to hear their concerns.

State planning to consolidate service from nine regions to three

Legislators fight state move to
take ride service from agency

FRANKLIN COUNTY

Through a review of secu-
rity camera footage, the FDA
documented workers repeat-
edly failing to follow proce-
dures to prevent cross-con-
tamination of various vaccines
being manufactured there.

The raw batches of John-
son & Johnson vaccine were
ruined in March in a cross-
contamination incident that
involved ingredients from As-
traZeneca’s coronavirus vac-
cine. The episode has dis-
rupted Johnson & Johnson’s
manufacturing plan for the
United States, as well as As-
traZeneca’s.

Both vaccines use a harm-
less virus to trigger coron-
avirus immunity in the human
body after being injected. The
live virus can spread during
manufacturing, and careful
handling is required.

Emergent, a contract man-
ufacturer, is so far Johnson &
J o h n s o n’s only U.S. produc-
tion facility for raw vaccine
substance. But it has not been
certified to manufacture the
vaccine by the FDA. No vac-
cine made there is permitted
to be used for shots in pa-
tients, and vaccine that has al-
ready been put into vials and
prepared for shipment is un-
der quarantine.

“We will not allow the re-
lease of any product until we
feel confident that it meets our
expectations for quality,” the
FDA said in a news release
We d n e s d a y.

Vaccine manufacturing
plants must be vigilant about
the potential for cross-con-
tamination, specialists said.

“Cross-contamination is
serious since if undetected, it
could lead to significant ad-
verse medical events,” said
Peter Smith, a former FDA in-
vestigator and manufacturing
inspections official who is a
consultant at Smith GMP Con-
sulting in Rhode Island. He re-
viewed the FDA inspection re-
port at the request of The
Washington Post.

“FDA found many avenues
of potential cross-contamina-
tion, including handling of
waste, improper disinfection
practices, and improper han-
dling of material containers,”
he said. “These problems ap-
pear to be related to failure to
follow procedures and lack of
proper training.”

With the production crisis
at Emergent continuing to un-
fold, Johnson & Johnson has
backed off pledges to deliver
24 million doses to the govern-
ment by the end of this month.
It said Wednesday that it will
not speculate on whether the
problems at Emergent will
hamper its commitment to de-
liver nearly 100 million doses
by the end of May.

Johnson & Johnson said it
was adding 30 experts in man-
ufacturing, technical opera-
tions and quality, including
heads of quality and opera-
tions, to be on-site at Emer-
gent. But Emergent and John-
son & Johnson did not provide
a timetable Wednesday on
when problems at the plant
would be resolved.

“While we are never satis-
fied to see shortcomings in our
manufacturing facilities or
process, they are correctable
and we will take swift action to

remedy them,” Emergent said
in a statement.

It called its employees, who
are cited multiple times in the
FDA report for not following
procedures to prevent cross-
contamination of vaccines, “a
heroic workforce who have
stepped up to work 24/7 to en-
sure vaccines will be produced
with the highest quality and
quickly available to fight this
pandemic.”

The Emergent troubles are
unrelated to a pause in John-
son & Johnson shots called by
the Biden administration
while data is gathered on ex-
tremely rare blood clots that
have been associated with the
vaccine. A CDC panel is ex-
pected to revisit that pause on
F r i d a y.

The FDA report for the first
time suggests a potential
cause of the batch error: A
worker who prepared growth
media for the vaccine did not
follow procedures to prevent
cross-contamination. Video
surveillance showed the
unidentified worker wearing a
protective gown and foot pro-
tection in a hallway before en-
tering another area wearing
the same gear.

Even after the contamina-
tion, the company performed
only routine cleaning and did
not take additional decontami-
nation steps.

Johnson & Johnson an-
nounced on April 3 in response
to Emergent’s problems that
it would take a more direct,
hands-on approach to vaccine
production there. On Wednes-
day, the company said it would
“redouble” efforts to get the
facility back on track.
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J&J-contracted plant faulted by FDA
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